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CHAPTER I1

introduction

for many years the department of seminaries and institutes of

religion had used filmstrips as an audiovisualaudio aidvisual at first the depart-

ment used filmstrips produced by other denominations by producers of

religious visual aids or filmstrip adaptations made from full length

motion pictures recognizing the importance of filmstrips as a teaching

aid the department began pioneering the production of its own film-

strips in specific courses of religious instruction especially was this

evident in connection with the study of the history of the book of mormon

L THE PROBLEM

statement of the problemproblern 0 with this visual aid the filmstrip

at his disposal the teacher could use it with discretion and forethought

or he could use it illogically and without consideration of the pupil and

his growth A W vandermeer indicated that student learning from

filmstrips had rarely reached the level that might theoretically be

expected he felt that this was a problem of proper utilization 1 if

IA W vandermeer an investigation of the improvement of
informational filmstrips and the deviation of principles related to the
improvement of these media phase II11 revision of filmstrip the sun

fore thought

could

filmstrip

prob lernlennienn
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learning was to be at a maximum the way in which the filmstrip was

used by the teacher became a very important factor it was the purpose

of this research and study to evaluate the use of selected book of

mormon filmstrips and determine their value in teaching book of

mormon history

importance of the studyostudystudio perhaps one could better understand

the proper use of a filmstrip if he could grasp the philosophy of the

department of seminaries and institutes of religion which motivated

their production the research and experience of other educational

institutions gave ample evidence to support the development of this

media of instruction the department could agree with vera M

falconer who stated

A filmstrip the oldnewold mediumnew of communication in our society
is the most inexpensive medium of mass communication yet devised
providing good teaching pictures at a smaller unit cost than any
other mediumbedlum 2

more significant than cost was the acknowledgment that filmstrips were

especially beneficial when they were keyed into the curriculum outlines

with proper teacher guidelines another factor which was evident was

that the student of today was becoming conditioned to the media of movies

television and other audiovisualaudio experiencesvisual at home at school and

and its planets pennsylvania the pennsylvania state university
1958 p 1I

vera M falconer filmstrips new york mcgrawhillmcgraw
book

hill
company inc 1948 p 3

wa s
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in their recreational activities the production of filmstrips made it

possible to carry these same experiences into an environment of

religious experience within a classroom setting

the filmstrips developed by the department were written to give

students the historical backgroundbackaround associated with the period of history

covered by the lesson through this audiovisualaudio mediavisual they were

oriented to the time of the event the location of the event the individuals

that were a part of the historical narrative and to the problem which

was involved in the historical episode with this understanding students

could be better prepared to be introduced to the concepts outlined in the

lesson format

As acknowledged filmstrips had a purpose in the curriculum of

any religious course of instruction in the department the typical

procedure was as follows As the writer developedveloped the curriculumcurricultu he

realized that this learning situation could be strengthened by the develop-

ment of a filmstrip or other audiovisualaudio mediavisual recognizing the need

the writer then discussed with others of the department curriculum

committee this need and outlined the contents of the filmstrip it was

at this time that the decision was made whether or not to produce the

filmstrip if the decision was to go forward with the production of the

filmstrip the costs were determined and appropriations were made for

it in the budget in determining the number of filmstrips needed in any

course of study the course outline was considered and then the need

was determined generally the department produced two thousand

de

backaround

n
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I1effects this was accomplished by this group of people as they saw the

artists characterizations and associated the voice with that which was

represented in the picture the individuals voice that most closely

4

copies of a filmstrip at the time of production

the department had found through research that for historical

subjects artwork was as effective as live photography some of the

advantages of artwork over live photography were first an artist

tends to idealize the figures by getting the communicative expression

but eliminated personality types that tended to get miscast second an

artist could eliminate extraneous distractions third expensive costuming

and sets were not needed and fourth using the art method in histor-

ical filmstrips was quicker than live photography these advantages

were operative in the development of all filmstrips utilizing his own

artistic talent and ability the artist could maintain a consistency of

character as portrayed in the filmstrips that were produced

developing the scripts for use in the filmstrips required careful

attention As evidenced the written expressions adhered very closely

to the book of mormon verse there was a desire to retain the spirit

of the expression as it was found in the book of mormon so that students

became familiar with the archaic phraseology and felt comfortable with

the style when they read the book

the sound was produced by professional people who determined

voice characterizations the quality of background music and the sound
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resembled that which the artist had portrayed was assigned that role in

the production of the voice if there was a discrepancy of voice and the

character which was determined by the department the sound man

was responsible for making another choice 3

with such expenditures evidenced in the development of film-

strips from conception to production it was recognized that the depart-

ment of seminaries and institutes of religion would be interested in

having these filmstrips utilized in such a way as to enhance the learning

book of mormon history by the youth of the church it was hoped that

this study would help teachers and curriculum writers to use these

filmstrips in such a way that students would learn and retain more of

the historical content of the book of mormon if one or more uses of

the filmstrip facilitated greater learning and teachers could improve

upon those uses then the individual needs of students in this course of

religious instruction would be realized and greater learning would take

place

II11 delimitations OF THE STUDY

because of the nature of this study it was felt that certain

limitations should be placed on its scope thus the following limitations

marshall lee miller audiovisualaudio directorvisual for the department
of seminaries and institutes of religion of the church of jesus christ of
latterdaylatter saintsday information on the philosophy of the department in
the development of filmstrips was obtained from an interview
august 1 1967

r e s embleebbleebbie d

re sponsapons ibleibie

of

following

3
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were madebade

I11 this study was limited to the use of filmstrips in four

different ways involving four different groups at each seminary

2 the filmstrips to be evaluated were limited to the book of

mormon course of study

3 the total number of filmstrips to be evaluated was set at

eighteen the number produced on the book of mormon by the audio-

visual department of the department of seminaries and institutes of

religion of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

4 the students involved in the study were ninth graders

enrolled in the book of mormon course of study

5 A second seminary was involved meeting the same limita-

tions as previously described in order to validate this study

6 no attempt was made to determine if filmstrips produced

in color would be more effective than those produced in black and white

III111ili definitions OF TERMS USED

church when used in the context of this thesis it referred to

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

department this term referred to the department of seminaries

and institutes of religion of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter

saints

day

book of mormon this designated a book of sacred history and

6

ma

depa rtmentrement
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scripture of the former inhabitants of this continent the records were

held in custody by moroni the last survivor of the nephite nation and

who moroni following his earthly visitation as a resurrected being

entrusted them to the care of joseph smith on september 22 1827

through the gift and power of god joseph smithsinith translated these

ancient records into the english language as we know it today the

book derived its name from its compiler and abridger mormon the

father of moroni

L DS this abbreviation identified members of the church of

jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

seminary this referred to the building where students met on

a released time basis to receive instruction in the book of mormon

it identified the specific seminaries and their locations as they are

referred to in this study

audiovisualaudio departmentvisual this was a department within the

department of seminaries and institutes of religion that was responsible

for the development of the filmstrips used in this study

filmstrip A planned sequence of still pictures on 35mm film

sound filmstrips provided sound and voice synchronization on a separate

disc recording

seminary 1 when referred to in thisthithl study it identified the

kaysvillewaysvilleKays southville seminary of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter

saints

day

located at kaysvillekaysviwaysvilleKays davisville county utah

seminary 2 this designated the centerville seminary of the

7

s

lle

centervilleCenterville
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church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday located at centervilleCent

davis

erville

county utah

group 1 this referred to the control group involved in this

study it was composed of two classes at each seminary they did not

view the filmstripsfilm

group

strips

2 this identified pupils from two classes at each

seminary who viewed each filmstrip once

group 3 at each of the seminaries two classes constituted this

group thesethes classes used a worksheetandworksheet and viewed each filmstrip once

group 4 two classes from each seminary composed this group

they saw each filmstrip on two separate occasions the first time to

introduce the lesson and the second time prior to the examination

IV organization OF THE REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

chapter II11 included a review of literature pertaining to previous

evaluations of filmflimoffilmstripsfilmstripsstrips compared with other audiovisualaudio andvisual visual

aids

chapter 111IIIlii consisted of the explanation of the methods and

procedures followed in carrying out this study

chapter IV consisted of a descriptive analysis of the data related

to the uses of book of mormon filmstrips within the seminary classroom

chapter V included the conclusions a summary and recommen-

dations pertaining to the study

grouT

e
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the appendix included a compilation of materials related to this

9

s tudy
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CHAPTERIICHAPTER II11

REVIEW OF THE literature

sincebince its introduction as an audiovisualaudio mediavisual the filmstrip

found a roleroie of prominence and usefulness in the classroom in

reviewing available literature on filmstrips it was evident that there

had belenbenbeien L limited number of evaluations made vandermeer stated

determdegerm

here has been very little analytical research on the filmstrip as a

mediummediubedlummedau of communication n to determine the extent of research that

had been done in the area of filmstrips a systematic search was made

of availableavaiabl literature and a brief summary of the research and

evaluations closely related will here be given

I1 significancegnificance OF filmstrips IN THE LEARNING PROCESS

filmstrips compared to silent films in a study made by good-

man of a group of sixth grade students on safety education he gave an

interesting evaluation he compared four pictorial teaching aids the

sound motion picture the silent motion picture the silent film slide

A W vandermeer an investigation of the improvement of
educational filmstrips and a derivationerivationprivation of principles relating to the
effectiveness of these media phase I1 revision of filmsflims trip the sun
and its planets pennsylvania the pennsylvania state university
1958 p 1

purple
71

ther

if ne&

1

e

S

s

IA
35erierlvation

filmstrip

tsi ice
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afrankzfrank

11

and the sound film slide to determine the effectiveness of the media

when compared to each other As it pertained to silent or sound film

slides compared to silent motion pictures he found the silent motion

picture to be the most effective with the silent and sound film slide

very close to it

in this an experiment conducted by james he used eight

sections of eighth grade pupils in a control situation the film

yellowstone park was carefully analyzed and it was found that thirty

five different views were shown of natural phenomena in the park it

was possible to match all these scenes with a slidelidesiidesilde picturep except for

three the appropriate subtitle was given by the teacher to each slide

as it appeared in the film following the presentations tests were

administered to student groups the results of the film and still

picture presentation indicated the film to be superior but not to any

great degree 3

brown conducted an experiment using two groups of high school

freshmen in an effort to determine whether motion pictures or filmstrips

was the better method to employ in a given situation groups were

composed by taking two people whose L Q s were the same or about

the same and assigning one to each group after each group had seen

frank N freeman ed visual education chicago the
university of chicago press 1924 ppap 201228201zoifoi

3

228

ibid

2

o04
L s I1

Is

31bid

ilde
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slidesiidesilde 11 school science
and m310 XXVIII may 1928 517526517

freeman

526

opoop cit

tertecacherteacher pertinent to our comparison of filmstrips and

silent films the conclusion wasvas that the filmstrip did not teach as

effectively as the film

ppap 310334310

bid

334

ppap 8310383 103

comparcombar lson

ah4h EF brown motion picture or film slide11

gfreeman5freeman

12

the filmstrip or the iriotlonrnotion picturepicl theture test was adminis teredo nothing

definite was proved in the first experiment so it was repeated using

sophomores a different topic and increasing the number of questions

on the examination the conclusion was that the filmstrip with the

greater exchange of comment proved thetitetiie better media

using students from the fourth fifth and sixth grades mcclusky

and mcclusky wanted to know if students could learn handwork morebore

effectively by a demonstration a stereograph by using a film where

the process was visuallyvisa portrayedallyaily or by using a series of film slides

adapted from the film and cemented together with added explanationsexplanatio1explanation

made by the

mcclusky conducted a study in two schools in evanston illinois

using the film the life of the monarch butterfly the slides eight in

number illustrated every stepstop in the lifecyclelife ofcycle the monarch and th

explanations for the slides followed the outlined wording as found in the

film in analyzing the results of his experiment he stated that the

stereopticon group madebade a lightly higher median score than the film in

both schools

ho

administered

4

handworkmore

5

lin

the

6

pictcre
mathematics

61bid

1 S

mas

uson

ure
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with a group of pupils from the fifth to the eighth grades and

representing two schools from ohio and one school from chicago

mcclusky and mcclusky found upon comparing the results of this

evaluation that subject matter could be learned equally well in a still

slide presentation the subject matter was lumbering and the film

lumbering in the north woods produced in the ford laboratory was

used the slides used in the slide instruction were made directly from

the film all the subtitles used in the slides and print instruction were

the same as those appearing in the film 7

the comparisons of films trips and film slides with motion

pictures found that the projected still pictures were about as effective

in teaching factual information as did the silent films the effectiveness

of the filmstrip film slides or silent motion picture would be determined

by the subject matter being taught the motivation given by the teacher to

the media and a studentsstudent background

filmflimstrips compared to sound films vernon reviewed an ex-

periment conducted for the royal navy in 1943 in which the training of

new recruits for naval service was evaluated because the time

adequate training staff and proper facilities were lacking for the men

to gain proficient knowledge and skill there was a need for part of this

instruction to be carried out by the employment of films or other visual

bid

re sultssuits

in

filmstrips

filmstrips

71bid

periment
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aids there was a considerable number of excellent sound films

available but insufficient in number to facilitate the training

reproducing these films would require a significant time period so it

was decided to use filmstrips knowing that this media could be easily

produced in a short period of time and at a reduced expenditure of

funds with films and filmstrips now available for training recruits

this study was approved to see if filmstrips were as effective as sound

films in their training program

seven groups of recruits totallingtallinghotallingto 732 men were instructed by

varying methods and at the end of a two week period the trainees were
Q

given a written examination As a result vernon said

the film was the most successful since it takes much less
time than the strip when shown in addition to the strip it aided
comprehension the film or filmstripfilm canstrip largely compensate for
weakness among instructors 9

the comparison of four pictorial teaching aids the sound motion

picture the silent motion picture the silent film slide and the sound

film slide was the basis of a study made by goodman topics on safety

education were being investigated to determine the effectiveness of the

media when compared to each other in his evaluation he found that the

sound motion picturpicturepichur was the least effective while the silent motion

8pap E vernon an experiment on the value of the film and
filmflim strip in the instructiontructioneruction of adults 11 british journal of educational
psychologypsycholo XVI november 1946 149159149

9lbid91bid

159

p 159

8

pictorial

e

filmstrip ins truc tion
yPsycholo
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picture was the most endive with silent and sound film slides very

close to the silentilent motion picture au10

hoban reports on a study that the research section of the army

pictorial service and research branch of the information and education

divisondavison made of learning derived from a motion picture and from a

corresponding filmstrip on map reading the tests were carefully

constructed and the groups carefully screened for the study he

stated

the tests revealed little differences between the scores of those
groups taught by the motion picture and those taught by the filmstrip
the motion picture appeared on the basis of test results to be
slightly superior in teaching certain concepts and the filmstrip to
be slightly superior in teaching others all in all there was little
difference between the two media as measured by tests 12

johnson conducted an experiment to determine if instruction in

geometry could more effectively be promoted through the application of

sound motion pictures or slides in comparison with other used visual

media he concluded that there were few differences between the

experimental and the control groupsgroupso the one area in which the results

favored the experimental groups was in the retention of learning in those

classes who saw the film or filmstrips the experimental classes who

saw the film or the filmstrip were not significantly different on the post

logoodmaniogoodmanlOIO locGoodman cit

HCharlesharies movies that teach new york
dryden press 1946 p 50

ibid p 50

was e ctiveactive

11

in

izibid

E
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test means 1

the primary purpose of an experiment by heidgerken was to

determine the contributions of motion pictures and filmstrips to the

learning of nursing activities in a typical teaching situation in the nurses

arts the study considered the use of motion pictures alone filmstrips

alone and the combination of motion pictures and filmstrips her

conclusion was that the motion picture and slidefilmsslide madefilms no contri-

bution significantly greater than that of the control group in the teaching

of the outlined courses in nursing arts 14

reviewing the studies in which the filmstrips were compared to

sound films it was shown that the one mediabedlabedia is just as effective in

teaching general information as the other might be the selection of that

mediabediabedla which will best suit the teaching situation is confirmed in this

comparison A proper utilization of the filmstrip as a teaching aid

where the teacher can slow down the presentation and make extraneous

comments pertaining to the subject matter being viewed or where student

discussion is encouraged may give a superiority to this media

filmsflims trips compared to educational visits in an investigation

ldonovan13donovanodonovanlD13 AonovanDonovan johns on an experimental study of the effective-
ness of films and filmstrips in teaching geometry 11 journal of
experimental education XVII march 1940 363372363

loretta

372

E heidgerken an experimental study to measure
the contribution of motion pictures and slidefilmsslide tofilms learning certain
units in the course introduction to nursing arts lf11 journal of experi-
mental education XVII december 1948 2612932612930261 2932930

13

effect ve

filmstrips

johnson

14loretta14
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made by helliwell in a lancashire industrial town in englandencriand to dis-

cover the effectiveness of three visual aids the filmstrips educational

visits and a combined use of both the filmstrip and the visit as a means

of giving factual knowledge sornesome interesting conclusions were made

two topics were used in the study namely A dairydairy11dalry and A news-

paper works n copies of commoncommcomb ground filmstrips milk and how a

newspaper is produced were purchased and used in the study the

filmstrip presentation and the visit to the dairy were of one hour

duration and the combined method the filmstrip and the visit took two

hours tests were administered one week after the actual instruction

took place from the results of this experiment helliwell concluded

that the combined method is best the educational visit ranked second

with the filmstrip poorest of the three he also noted that the educational

visits could compensate for poor quality of teaching and that the visual

aid methods filmstrip included were particularly suitable for the

average type of pupil found in the secondary modern school 15 it was

evident that the filmstrip contributed to increased learning but that the

visit was more meaningful to students as a result of the personal and

intimate relationship obtained in the study of the subject through

individual involvmentinvolvement

S helliwell an investigation into the values of the film-
strip and the educational visit as methods of instruction to secondary
modern school pupils of 141514 years15 11 british journal of educational
psychology XXIII june 1953 129131129 1311310

on

withi

15s



www.manaraa.com

17

filmflimstrips compared to flat pictures mcbeath in his doctoral

dissertation cites an experiment made by sprague in 1955 in which he

found that there was no significant difference in the ability of sixth and

seventh grade boys and girls to learn factual scientific information from

varied types of visual materials used in the experiment the visual aids

used were 1 a commerciallymade filmstrip 2 an organized

collection of flat pictures matched to the commerciallymade filmstrip

in factual and verbal content 3 a filmstriphnstrip made from the collected

inexpensive flat picture eight equated groups were used in the study

the conclusion was that there was no superiority in any one media

filmstrips compared to reading vandermeer in a study

endeavored to determine the relative contributions of the pictorial and

verbal elements of the birth of our freedom a filmstrip which tended

to place great emphasis on the verbal element in learning content

students were divided by going down the roll and taking alternate names

A toss of the coin determined which half would see the filmstrip and

which group would use the reading materials the student sample

consisted of four eleventhgradeeleventh classesgrade beginning their second

l6newton16newton16 GNewton sprague A comparative study of the effectiveness
of film strips and flat pictorial materialmaterial11 unpublished doctoral
dissertation indiana university 1955 cited by ronald james mcbeath

A comparative study on the effectiveness of filmstripfihnstripFihn soundstrip filmstrip
and filmographFilmo forgraph teaching facts and conceptsconcepts11 unpublished doctoral
dissertation the university of southern california los angeles 1961
ppap 161716 17

filmstrips

commercially madebade

commercially madebade

flhn strip

16

11

11

unstrip
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semester of american history and two eighthgradeeighth coregrade classes

this experiment was completed in one class period teachers using the

filmstrips could not accept discussion questions from their students

the essay was presented orally and silently students followed along

with their teacher as the essay was read aloud this initial reading

took nine minutes and was followed by an individual student reading of

the essay during the next six minute period following the presentation

of the filmstrip and the essay tests were then presented to the groups

three weeks later the students were tested again 17 As a result of this

study vandermeer stated

the general conclusion that seems justified from this study is
that in terms of immediate factual learning and recall of information
over a threeweek period practically the same results could be
obtained by the use of four pages of mimeographed materials as are
obtained by the use of the birth of our freedom learning time being
held constant

A second conclusion is that when the pictorial element of the
filmstrip is deficient in detail definition or clarity it not only
fails to contribute to the studentsstudents1 knowledge but may actually serve
to inhibit learning 8

As stated there was no appreciable difference in the two media over

an extended period of time

A W vandermeer relative contributions to factual learni-
ng of pictorial and verbal elements of a filmstrip n school review
LVIII february 1950 848984

ibid

89

three week

18

17a

181bid

1
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II11 UMMARSUMMARY

A

Y

systematic search of available literature was made to locate

any evaluations or research that had been made in the general area

covered by this investigation these summary statements were based

on the reviewed research that was presented

it was acknowledged that there was a need in the curriculum for

all varieties of audiovisualaudio materialsvisual including the filmstrip because

the knowledge that schools must teach had increased and was increasing

so rapidly the teacher must master the use of all the various media

and learn to apply them to the needs of the classroom using that audio-

visual aid which would be most effective at that given moment selecting

the most effective audiovisualaudio mediavisual to be used in any given teaching and

learning situation became a primary responsibility of educators

specifically the teacher

the evidence of the research indicated that filmstrips or slide

films were as effective in teaching most factual information to students

as other media but that the effectiveness was not what it should be to

improve its effectiveness the teacher must consider the role of

motivation that he gives to the media and the background of the individual

student who would be a participant in the learning situation

there was a need to constantly review the materials being

presented in filmstrips and where necessary revise them this was to

assure that the information or knowledge that students would be learning

S
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was in harmony with the pictorial information being presented editing

was a responsibility that all must assume when filmstrips or other

audiovisualaudio materialsvisual were being used

it was evident that no particular media was superior to another

in a teaching situation rather it was a utilization of the media which

could bring about greater learning in a given time the objective of

the learning situation must be related to the objective of the audio-

visual media being used that harmony might exist between that which

was to be taught and the media used to facilitate the learning this

objective had been as effectively met by the filmstrip as by other media

included in the comparisons the proper use of filmstrips was signif-

icant in the final analysis of all literature that had been reviewed to

learn how to properly use filmstrips additional studies and evaluations

must be made

pictorialclorial

cular
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CHAPTER IIIin111ililii

RESEARCH procedures

I1 organization FOR evaluation

objectives of the research in evaluating the use of book of

mormon filmstrips definite objectives were established the first

objective was to determine if filmstrips could be used in a prescribed

manner that would contribute to greater learning and second to

determine from the study what specific recommendations could be

given to teachers within the department of seminaries and institutes of

religion toward an improved use of book of mormon filmstrips

organization of the groups the mechanics for grouping were

reviewed and a defined pattern of organization set up that would direct

their formation there were four groups with each group having a

specific number of classes with defined objectives and limitations e

because of the specific class scheduling at the two seminaries involved

each group had two classes with about the same number of students in

each of the groups

As soon as the class lists were received from the junior high

school administrators the groups were designated no attempt was

made to divide the classes into groups according to an intelligence
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differential age factor or according to the studentstudents

groupingtook

C

filmstrips

1 s emotional social

or physical maturity grouping was restricted to a random selection of

all students enrolled at each seminary for these reasons grouping took

place prior to the first day of school the size of the groups was

determined by the total number of students in each class as the class

lists were supplied by the administration of the junior high school and

the selection of student class lists without prior knowledge of their back-

grounds

formation and limitations of the groups at seminary I11 and

seminary 2 eight book of mormon classes were taught the eight classes

at each seminary were divided into four groups and designated as group

I11 group 2 group 3 and group 4 with specific conditions and limitations

which guided their functioning

group I11 met the following criteria

1 this group was designated as the control group for the study

2 it was composed of two classes

3 there was a random selection of classes that composed the

group since it was desired that each group be about equal in size the

aggregate number of students from the two class lists that would comprise

the group was determined by comparing class lists

4 the students in this group did not see the filmsflims trips

5 the assigned reading materials covered the same period of

book of mormon history as the scripts for all filmstrips
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6 discussion in the class was limited to the reading materials

and to the lesson outlines provided by the department

7 an examination on that period of book of mormon history

covered by the lesson involving a filmstrip followed the conclusion of

the lesson

the following limitations were established for group 2 at each of

the two seminaries

1 there were two classes in each of the groups

2 there was a random selection of classes that composed the

various groups the total number of students from the two classes that

comprised each was the only organizational factor considered at the

beginning of the study

3 the students in this group saw the filmstrip only once no

attempt was made to motivate the students by the introductory remarks

of the teacher the teacher informed the students that they would view

the filmstrip and then made the presentationpresen

4

tationtatiom

the viewing of the filmstrips came at the time indicated by

the lesson outline and the teacherteachers daily preparation plan

5 there was no discussion of the filmstrip following the teachers

resentationpresentationresensation of it during a class recitation period

6 the students read the assigned texts from the book of mormon

at the appropriate time as indicated by the lesson the assigned reading

paralleled the script for the filmstrip

7 A written examination on the historical period covered in the

le s s on

atthe

Presentation
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lesson followed the conclusion of the lesson

group 3 conformed to the following conditions

1 it was composed of two classes from each of the seminaries

participating in the study

2 there was a random selection of classes that composed the

group with the total number of students from the two classes selected

being the only consideration

3 each student had a reading assignment of associated passages

of scripture from the book of mormon as indicated by the lesson outline

4 at the designated time determined by the teacherteachers lesson

outline the filmflim strip was presented this was the only occasion that

students saw the filmstrip

5 this group used a worksheet in association with the present-

ation of the filmstrip the teacher used it as an introduction by going

through the worksheet orally with the students As the filmstrip was

presented students filled in the answers on the worksheet they were

told not to let the worksheet interferinterfereint witherfer their concentration on that

which was being presented on the screen if they did not complete the

filmstrip they then turned to the corresponding references from the

book of mormon and locating the information completed the assigned

worksheet

6 students read the assigned texts from the book of mormon as

part of their lesson assignment

7 A discussion period followed the completion of the worksheet

filmstrip

throuahthe
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with the teacher employing the teaching method most suitable for that

occasion

8 at the end of each lesson where a filmstrip was used an

examination was administered to the group

the concluding group group 4 followed this outlined procedure

1 there were two classes in thishis group from each seminary

2 there was a random selection of two classes that composed

this group at each seminary the total number of students from the two

classes determined by class lists was the only factor considered at

the time of grouping

3 this group saw the filmstrip as an introduction to the lesson

there was no attempt on the instructors part to motivate the students

by giving prefatory remarks before the presentation

4 all students read the reading assigned from the book of

mormon that dealt with the lesson and the filmstrip

5 there was no formal discussion on the filmstrip except as

warranted by students these extemporaneous questions arose from

their reading of textual materials or from the filmstrip presentation

6 at the conclusion of the lesson the filmstrip was shown a

second time to the group

7 the filmstrip presentation was followed with a test adminis-

tered by the teacher to the group

it
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II11 GENERAL procedures

presentation of the filmflim strips complete sets of all filmstrips

and records with sound and voice synchronization to be used in the study

were found at the two seminaries each seminary had the audiovisualaudio

machines

visual

filmstrip projector and record player for the presentation of

filmflim strips at the time designated in the lessons

prior to the commencement of each class when the filmstrip was

to be presented the instructor or his student assistant prepared the

projector record player and filmstrip for use the outlined procedure

for each respective group was followed by the individual instructors

preparation of the worksheets since the scripts for the film-

strips followed closely the wording of reading materials from the book

of mormon the verbal content of the worksheets conformed to the

assigned script and reading with strong adherence to the reading

assignment in the composition of the worksheets there was a concen-

trated effort for continuity of religious history and narrative at the

same timeimetibe attempting to bring forth essential factual information that

students could remember and recall repetition of significant events

times places and sequences was attempted but not always accomplished

with an individual worksheet each student previewed the filmstrip

presentation by reading through the worksheet either silently or with

the instructor conforming to this procedure individual motivation and

orientation for the filmstrip under consideration was given As the film

IL

filmstrips

4
Libe
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strip was presented the students were to complete as much of the work-

sheet content as possible their immediate concern was to concentrate

on the filmstrip presentation for at its conclusion they could verify the

answers to the worksheet from the cited readings in the book of mormon

following the completed assignment the teacher through a variety of

teaching techniques verified the students mastery of the historical

information called for in the worksheet

when the lesson involving the filmstripfilm wasstrip completed the

students reviewed the worksheets along with their notes in preparation

for the test it was requested that each student in the group where the

worksheets were used complete them in their entirety so as to increase

the validity of the study

testing questions for the tests were taken from the scripts and

the reading assigned to each lesson that involved a filmstripfilmstripofilmstripsfilmflim becausestripo

the students in group I11 did not see the filmstrips it was necessary that

the questions be related to the historical period from book of mormon

history to which they had been exposed and with which they had some

acquaintance through reading for this significant reason the test

questions were composed from the reading assignment in the text the

validity of the testing instruments the tests was retained since the

scripts used in the filmstrips adhered to the reading assignment almost

word for word

it was decided that all tests used in this study should be of the
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objective type the multiplechoicemultiple itemchoice was used because of its

flexibility and its comprehensiveness in testing many varieties of

knowledge abilities and skills the test items consisted of a stem

and ordinarily three to five choices the stem presented the idea or

general problem with which the item dealt the historical period

covered by the reading assignment and the script of the filmstrip deter-

mined the number of questions in each test because of the short reading

assignments the number of test questions was limited the multiple

choice items in the testtesta varied in number from fifteen to twentyfivetwenty

tests

five

were mimeographed so that each student had a copy of the

examination at his desk students who because of absence had missed

the viewing of the filmstrip completing the worksheet or the assigned

reading from the book of mormon as indicated by the lesson were excused

fromeromfrob taking the examination instructions for administering and taking

the test were found in the introduction to each test accompanying each

test was an answer sheet on which the individual student recorded his

response to the test items students wereveremere cautioned not to write on the

tests or to divulge test information since it would affect the validity of

the study instructors were told to destroy tests that students had

defaceddefacerde

at

faced

the completion of the testing period the examinations were

collected by the instructor and scored by them the answer sheets were

so constructed that they could easily be scored by using a master scoring

we re excused
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sheet which had been prepared in advance for each instructor

recording of test scores test scores were recorded on the

basis of correct responses and not on a percentage basis if needed

the number of correct responses could easily and readily be changed to

a per cent at the conclusion of the examination and after having checked

the answer sheets the instructor recorded the test results in his own

record book and then he copied the identical score on a master record

sheet prepared in advance for this study each master record sheet

contained the students name and the group to which he had been assigned

as a result of his class assignment from the junior high school if a

student transferred to another class within the seminary he became a

member of the group to which that representative class had been assigned

111III administering OF THE experiment

after planning and outlining the procedures involved in the pro-

posed evaluation each teacher was oriented and briefed as to what their

respective roles would be in the study and how they were to be success-

fully completed the following areas as described in the organization

for evaluation and general procedures were carefully covered during

the teacher orientation period

1 the instructorinstructors participating role in the study

2 the objectives and purposes for the study

3 the preparation and availability of worksheets tests and
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tabulation sheets to be used in the study

4 the administration of the worksheets and tests in the class-

room

5 the recording and compilation of all test results

6 the organization of the groups involved in the study specify-

ing the distribution of classes in the formation of each group

7 the collection of final tabulations and materials at the

conclusion of the school year
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CHAPTERIVCHAPTER IV

AN ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

at the beginning of the 196619671966 school1967 year an evaluation of

the use of book of mormon filmstrips in learning book of mormon history

commenced there were two seminaries involved in the experiment

one designated as seminary 1 and the other as seminary 2 at each of

the seminaries eight classes were involved in the study of the book of

mormon the eight classes at each of the seminaries were divided into

four groups with two classes being combined to form a group the

groups were designated as group 1 group 2 group 3 and group 4

group 1 was designated as the control group and these students did not

see any of the filmstrips those students found in group 2 at the two

seminaries saw the filmstrips once the teacher did not structure the

filmstrip presentation by previewing its contents or reviewing the

historical information after it was shown those students in group 3

saw the filmstrips and completed a worksheet the last group group

414 viewed each filmstrip on two separate occasions the approximate

enrollment of all ninth grade students participating in the study was 352

at the conclusion of the school year the record sheets which gave the

studentsstudents1studentststuden names with their individual test scores for the filmstrips they

viewed and studied were collected and the tabulations were made A

begibaginning

sepa rate

1tst
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summary of these findings are found in TABLE I1 this data was used

in this analysis the figures graphically present the average number

of correct responses and the average percentage of correct responses

made by the four representative groups located at each of the seminaries

the first filmstrip how we got the book of mormon showed

little change in the testing results the two control groups who did not

see the filmstrip had an average percentage of correct responses of 77

and 74 per cent respectively those students who saw the filmstrip

once obtained percentage scores that averaged 84 and 71 per cent the

difference in these two scores a difference of 13 per cent was the

greatest variation for all groups group 3 the students who saw the

filmstrip and completed the worksheet had a difference of only 3 per

cent 78 per cent and 81 per cent the same difference of 3 per cent

in average scores was shown in the students comprising groups 4 80

per cent and 83 per cent these were students who saw the filmstrip

twice these percentages were represented in figure 1 page 37 and

figure 2 page 38

the test results from filmstrip 2 the book of mormon showed

that all the groups from seminary I11 had a score of 69 per cent or better

while the groups at seminary 2 had a score of 67 per cent or less the

control group at seminary 2 had the highest score 67 per cent of all

classes at that seminary and yet they did not see the filmstrip figures

3 and 4 pages 39 and 40 showed that the 60 per cent average score of

ned1

worksheet
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group 4 was 7 per cent less than the control group these students saw

the filmstrip twice three of the groups from seminary I11 had an average

score of 74 per cent or better two of the groups saw the filmstrip and

one did not both groups who saw the filmstrip once had the lowest score

at their respective seminaries

figures 5 and 6 pages 42 and 43 showed the spread in test

scores on filmstrip 3 the brother of jared the average percentages

in the groups at seminary I11 ranged from 68 per cent to a high in group 3

of 87 per cent while at seminary 2 the percentages ranged from 60 per

cent for groups I11 and 2 to a high of 79 per cent in the group who saw

the filmstrip and used the worksheet the students in the group who

saw the filmstrip once at seminary 2 had the same percentage score 60

per cent as the students who did not see it at the other seminary

seminary 1 the group who saw the filmstrip had an average percentage

score of 68 per cent a percentage score that was 2 per cent less than

the students in the group who did not see it groups 3 at each seminary

students who saw the filmstrip and completed the worksheet had an

average percentage gain of 19 per cent an increase from 60 per cent to

79 per cent and from 68 per cent to 87 per cent the two groups who

saw the filmstrip twice improved their percentage scores from 60 per

cent to 75 per cent and from 68 per cent to 85 per cent an increase of

15 per cent and 17 per cent those students who saw the filmstrip and

completed the worksheet or who saw the filmstrip twice had a difference

of 8 per cent and 10 per cent respectively
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the test results graphed in figures 7 and 8 pages 45 and 46

were based on filmstrip 4 lehi obeys the lord and filmstrip 5 the

precious records the groups at seminary 1 had a percentage spread

that ranged from 66 per cent the average of each student in group 2

to a high of 78 per cent the average score of each student in group 3

at seminary 2 group 2 students who saw the filmstrips once had an

average score of 63 per cent while the students in the control group

students who did not see them had the high average of 73 per cent a

difference of 10 per cent the control group who did not see the film-

strips was 4 per cent higher than the group who saw them twice 73 and

69 per cent and 5 per cent higher 73 and 68 per cent than the group

who saw them and completed the worksheets the control group at sem-

inary 2 was 6 per cent higher than the average of the control group at

seminary 1 the control groups did not see the filmstrips the students

who saw the filmstrips and completed the worksheets at seminary I11 had

an average percentage gain of 5 per cent when compared to those students

at seminary 2 who did not see them their average percentages were

78 per cent and 73 per cent

figure 9 page 47 and figure 10 page 48 show the average

number and the average percentage of correct responses made on the

test given on filmstrip 6 the building of a ship at seminary I11 the

control group who did not see the filmstrip had a score of 73 per cent

which is IZ12 per cent less than the group who saw it once 16 per cent
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less than the group who saw it and completed the worksheet and 16 per

cent less than the group who saw it twice the test results for seminary

2 showedslowed very little change when the groups were compared the control

group students who did not see the filmstrip had an average percentage

score of 73 per cent which was equal to that received by students in the

group who saw the filmstrip twice the two control groups did equally

well for the students in these groups had identical scores of 73 per cent

when the two groups who saw the filmstrip once were compared the

group from seminary I11 had an average score that was 21 per cent better

85 and 64 per cent those students who saw the filmstrip and completed

the worksheet at seminary I11 had a gain of 18 per cent over the compar-

able group from seminary 2 their average percentages were 89 and 71

per cent where the students saw the filmstrip twice the group from

seminary I11 had an increased percentage score of 16 per cent these

comparable groups had average percentages of 89 and 73 per cent

the test results figures 11 and 12 pages 50 and 51 for film-

strip 7 crying unto the lord showed some changes at seminary I11

the control group had an average percentage score of 58 per cent where-

as students who saw the filmstrip twice had an average score of 75 per

cent between those two groups were the students who saw the film-

strip once and the group who saw the filmstrip and completed the work-

sheet they had increased their average score by 5 and 9 per cent 63

and 67 per cent when compared to the control group at seminary 2

ththantheanthethanghe
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the average percentagespercen rangedtayes from 53 per cent to 60 per cent the

control group and the group who saw the filmstrip once at seminary 2

had identical averages of 53 per cent group 4 students who saw the

filmstrip twice had a percentage score of 60 per cent which is 7 per

cent above the average score of 53 per cent averaged by the control

group but 15 per cent less than the average score of 75 per cent aver-

aged by the same group from seminary 1

the graphed test results for filmstrip 8 the wicked king noah

and filmstrip 9 the prophet abinadi were found in figures 13 and 14

pages 53 and 54 all groups at the two seminaries who saw the filmstrips

showed a gain in average percentages seminary 2 ranged from 56 per

cent to 66 per cent and seminary I11 ranged from 65 per cent to 79 per

cent students at seminary I11 who saw the filmstrips once scored 67

per cent which is 2 per cent above the average score of 65 per cent for

the control group for the same groups at seminary 2 the percentage

difference was 5 per cent the average percentages were 61 and 56 per

cent those students in the groups who saw the filmstrips and completed

the worksheets had a 9 per cent difference in their average scores which

were 74 and 65 per cent where students saw the filmstrips twice the

group from seminary I11 had a gain of 14 per cent in their average score

of 79 per cent when compared with the control group which had an average

percentage of 65 per cent whereas at seminary 2 there was a gain of 10

per cent in the average score of 66 per cent when compared to the control

average
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group which had an average percentage of 56 per cent there was an

average percentage difference of 9 per cent in the two control groups

65 and 56 per cent

the test results for filmstrip 10 conversion of alma the

younger showed little change the control groups at seminaries I11 and

2 had 13 6 and 13 3 average number of correct responses per student

with only I11 per cent difference in their percentage scores 68 and 67

per cent the group who saw the filmstrip once at seminary 2 had an

average score of 58 per cent an average score that was 9 per cent less

than the control group with an average percentage of 67 per cent for

comparisons see figures 15 and 16 pages 56 and 57 the group who

saw the filmstrip twice had an average score of 70 per cent which was

only 3 per cent higher than the control group at seminary I11 there was

an 11 per cent spread between the group who did not see the filmstrip

and the group who saw it twice their average percentages were 68 and

79 per cent this same control group with an average score of 68 per

cent had an average score that was I11 per cent less than the group who

saw the filmstrip the group at seminary I11 who saw the filmstrip had an

average percentage of 69 per cent which showed an 11 per cent gain over

the same group with an average percentage of 58 per cent from seminary

2

figures 17 and 18 pages 58 and 59 showed the average number

and the average percentage of correct responses made by students on the

test used with filmstrip 11 alma and amuiekamulekamulet filmstrip 12 ammon9.9
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A great servant and filmstrip 13 the lehielehieslehleledies s there was

a big spread in the test scores of the various groups the average per-

centages for seminary 2 ranged from 43 per cent to 60 per cent while

at seminary I11 they ranged from 58 per cent to 79 per cent the students

who did not see the filmstrips at both seminaries had an average score

that was only 2 per cent apart 60 and 58 per cent at seminary 2

students who saw the filmstrips once had an average score of 43 per

cent while the control group had an average score of 60 per cent of a

difference of 17 per cent the groups at the samesamsabesab seminarye who saw the

filmstrips and completed the worksheets had an average score of 57 per

cent which was 3 per cent less than the group who did not see them

this same group at seminary I11 had an average score of 79 per cent

equal to the group who saw the filmstrips twice and ZI21 per cent better

than the control who had an average score of 58 per cent the greatest

difference in average scores of comparable groups was found in the

groups who saw the filmstrips twice the group at seminary 2 had an

average scorescone of 56 per cent as compared to the group from seminaryserelSerilserei 1inary

with an average score of 79 per cent a difference of 23 per cent at

seminary 1 group 3 students who saw the filmstrips and completed

the worksheets had an average score that was 17 per cent better than

the group who saw the filmstrips once theirThei average scores were 79

and 62 per cent at seminary 2 group 3 had an average score of 57

per cent which was 14 per cent higher than the group group 2 who

nephi

thestudents

seminarieshad

score

theirave rage

centages

rave
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saw the filmstrips once

the graphed test results for filmstripfilm 14strip an ensign of liberty

was found in figures 19 and 20 pages 62 and 63 the two groups who

did not see the filmstrip had average scores that were 1 per cent apart

61 and 62 per cent the average percentage scores at seminary 2 ranged

from 50 per cent the average score of students who saw the filmstrip

once to a high of 70 per cent the score of students who saw it twice

students who saw the filmstrip twice with a score of 70 per cent showed

the greatest gain a 20 per cent gain over students who saw it once

group 2 students who saw the filmstrip once showed an average loss

of IZ12 per cent when their scores were compared to the control group

who had an average percentage of 62 per cent all groups who viewed

the filmstrip at seminary 1 had a higher group average than the group

who did not see it the average scores ranged from 61 per cent to a high

of 84 per cent the group who showed the greatest gain was the group

at seminary 1 the students who saw the filmstrip and completed the

worksheet showed an average gain of 14 per cent when compared to the

group who saw it once their average scores were 68 and 82 per cent

the groups from the two seminaries with the greatest difference in

average scores were the groups groups 3 students who saw the film-

strip and completed the worksheet there was a za25z5 per cent difference

in the two groups 82 and 57 per cent four of the groups who viewed

the filmstrip at the two seminaries showed an increase in their average

test scores when these scores were compared to the scores of the

filmstrips

1

i
I1 n
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64

control groups

figures ZI21 and ZZ22 pages 65 and 66 showed the test results for

filmstrip 15 2 000OOPooo stripling warriors the average scores at sem-

inary 2 ranged from 56 per cent to 75 per cent with all groups who saw

the filmstrip having an average percentage less than the control group

the students who saw the filmstrip had average scores of 56 60 and

62 per cent the group of students who did not see the filmstrip the

control group had an average score of 75 per cent the students who

saw the filmstrip showed a loss of 19 per cent when compared to the 75

per cent average scored by the group who did not see it at seminary 1

the average percentages ranged from 63 per cent to 76 per cent the

students who saw the filmstrip twice hadbad a score of 76 per cent or an

average gain of 13 per cent over the control group the group who saw

the filmstrip and completed the worksheet had an average percentage of

65 per cent which was an average percentage loss of 2 per cent when

compared to the group who saw the filmstrip once there was a IZ12 per

cent difference in the average score of the control groups those students

who did not see the filmstrip their average scores were 63 and 75 per

cent

the test results for filmstrip 16 samuel the lamanite were

shown in figures 23 and 24 pages 67 and 68 at this point in the study

group 2 from seminary 2 was dropped the school year ended for this

group with the last filmstrip at seminary I11 the average percentages for

all groups ranged from 63 per cent to 72 per cent while at seminary 2

hahavinganvinganharingan
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semsebinary I11 who saw the filmstrip and completed the worksheet had an

average score of 64 per cent this was 6 per cent less than the group

with a score of 70 per cent who saw the filmstrip once and 8 per cent

less than the group with a score of 72 per cent who saw it twice the

group who used the worksheet and saw the filmstrip at seminary 2 had

69

they ranged fromfrob 55 per cent to 58 per cent at the two seminaries the

groups who saw the filmstrip had higher average scores than the groups

who did not see it there was an 8 per cent difference in the two groups

who did not see the filmstrip 55 and 63 per cent the group from

seminary

an average score of 61 per cent this was 3 per cent greater than the

average score of students with an average percentage of 58 per cent

who saw the filmstrip twice and 6 per cent higher than the group with an

average percentage of 55 per cent who did not see it

figures 25 and 26 pages 70 and 71 show the test scores for

filmstrip 17 the visit of the lord the average scores of students at

seminary I11 ranged from 62 to 74 per cent while at seminary 2 they

ranged from 66 to 70 per cent at seminary 2 the control group students

who did not see the filmstrip and group 3 students who saw the film-

strip and used the worksheet had the same average score of 66 per cent

the students in group 4 students who saw the filmstrip twice had an

average score of 70 per cent an average score 4 per cent higher than

the control group or group 3 with scores of 66 per cent the students

in the control groups who did not see the filmstrip had average percent-

age score of 66 and 70 per cent- a difference of only 4 per cent the

froM
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72

students from seminary I11 who saw the filmstrip once had the highest

average score which was 74 per cent group 3 from the same seminary

students who saw the filmstrip and completed the worksheet had the

lowest score a score of 62 per cent this was 8 per cent less than the

students who did not see it there was a 2 per cent difference in the

average scores for the two groups who saw the filmstrip twice 70 and

72 per cent group 3 from seminary 2 with average scores of 66 per

cent was 4 per cent higher than the comparable group from seminary 1

with average scores of 62 per cent

the graphed test results for filmstrip 18 moroni was found in

figures 27 and 28 pages 73 and 74 seminary 2 was not involved in the

evaluation of the filmstrip because the school year had terminated before

it was shown the average percentages for all groups ranged from 62 to

72 per cent the students who saw the filmstrip once had the same

average score as the students from the group who did not see it an

average score of 62 per cent the students inih croup 4 students who saw

it twice had an average score of 72 per cent an average score that was

10 per cent greater than the average score of the groups who did not see

the filmstrip or who saw it once group 3 the students who saw the

filmstrip and completed the worksheet had an average score of 67 per

cent that was 5 per cent less than the group with an average score of 72

per cent who saw it twice and 5 per cent greater than the group with an

average score of 62 per cent who saw it once or who did not see it
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I1 STUDENTS evaluations OF THE USE OF

BOOK OF MORMON filmstrips

students from seminary 1 who saw the filmstrips were asked to

evaluate their use in the learning of book of mormon history mimeo-

graphed forms with three statements and appropriate responses about

the filmstrips were handed to the students and they were then asked to

circle the response that would evaluate their feelings toward the film-

strips when they received the forms they were told not to write their

filmflim strips

75

names on them and to let their responses be a reflection of their true

feelings about the filmstrips one hundred and ten students submitted

the completed forms

the first statement to which they responded was the film-

strips contributed to my understanding and learning of book of mormon

history lt they then circled one of the following three responses greatly

considerably or very little sixtysevensixty ofseven the students circled greatly

forty students circled considerably and three students circled very

little

the second statement to which they responded was the script

for each of the book of mormon filmstrips as it was written contributed

to an improved understanding of book of mormon history lt11 they

circled one of the following two responses agree or disagree of the

110 students 107 agreed and three students circled disagreed

the final statement to which they responded was by following

bo ok
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76

the script with the scriptural reference from the book of mormon I1

could better understand the pictorial representations in the filmstrips trit

they circled one of the following three responses greatly consider-

ably or very little fortyseven students circled greatly fortynineforty

circled

nine

considerably and fourteen students circled very little

forty seven
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CHAPTER V

conclusions SUMMARY AND recommendations

I1 conclusions

from an analysis of the data presented in the evaluation the

following conclusions were made

1 there is evidenceevievl todencelence indicate that a certain group or groups

failed to gain from the use of filmstrips as noted in their test scores

two things might be inferred from this a that the lack of learning

fromfrob the filmstrips was related to their use in the classroom and b

that there was a greater emphasis placed on the basic concepts taught

in the lessons with a teachers disregard for the filmstrip and its

instructional value in the classroom

2 after reviewing test scores it is apparent that there was

a greater correlation of lesson materials and the use of filmstrips in

teaching book of mormon history at seminary 1 than at seminary 2

30 the planning of lessons is an individual responsibility

assumed by the teacher and the use of filmstrips in the curriculum

format will be under his control his attitude with regard to how and

when they are to be used will be the determining factor as to how effec-

tive they are in a learning situation

fromthe

3
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factualfactufaatu knowledge that is presented in a way that students

can read and understand through other visual media such as worksheets

with illustrations graphs or drawings can be as effective as a film-

strip when other visual materials are used in a lesson it may or some-

times reduces the effectiveness of the filmstrip the teacher who guides

the learning situation in the classroom must know the precise time that

a visual aid is to be used in order that each student might grow from

each learning experience that is created

5 greater learning will take place when a filmstrip is presented

78

4

twice or when used with worksheets that are to be completed by students

following the filmstrip presentation

6 when graphic aids are used in conjunction with a lesson the

lesson should be written for the filmstrips to be a supplement to that

which is to be taught rather than a repetition of that which a student has

been taught if both are used the teacher must analyze and determine

which aid will meet the needs of his students and bring about greater

learning and which aid will implement that which has been learned

7 illustrated lectures when properly presented can be just as

effective as filmstrips that are used without being oriented to the lesson

materials or the concept that is to be taught

8 test results and their analysis do not always give a true

representation of what a student has learned for tests do not measure

an individuals feelings that which a person sees in a filmstrip leaves

al
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a visual representation which can change personal attitudes and concepts

II11 SUMMARYUMMAR

the purpose of this research and study was to evaluate the use of

selected book of mormon filmstrips and determine their value in teaching

book of mormon history two seminaries participated in the study at

each seminary the eight classes were divided into four groups with two

classes being assigned to a group one group comprising two classes

was designated as the control group there were eighteen book of

mormon filmstrips to be evaluated the worksheets used by one group

at each seminary were typed and distributed to the teachers who used

them in the evaluation the tests used in the evaluation were the same

for all groups and consisted of from fifteen to twentyfivetwenty multiplechoicemultiplefive

items

choice

A mimeographed answer sheet with a teachers key was

distributed to the individual teachers for use in administering the tests

A record form was constructed on which the respective teachers listed

the names of students in their respective groups and on which were

recorded the individual students scores made on the tests fromfrob these

records the tabulations were made and the comparisons drawn the

teacher who controls the use of the filmstrips will determine their

effectiveness in the classroom he must orient the filmstrips to the

framework of his lesson outline and use them when they will be most

influential in enhancing the learning environment of the individual students

IL S Y
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who come to him for instruction

III111ili recommendations

As a result of the findings in this evaluation the following

recommendations were made

1 that studies be conducted which will analyze the scripts and

the artistsartists1 pictorial representations to determine if there was a unity

between what had been said and what had been represented in the drawn

pictures

2 that some supporting materials visual or audiovisualaudio invisual

content be developed that will teach the concepts and doctrine and build

upon the historical filmstrips already available

3 filmstrips should not be used until teachers are prepared to

properly implement them into the curriculum so that expenditures from

church funds are justified

4 that teachers become wellversedwell inversed the subject matter being

taught in the filmstrips this would help them in structuring their use

within the classroom

5 that worksheets be constructed for use following presentation

of a filmsflims trip

6 that filmstrips be used as a tool for learning and that

teachers evaluate their effectiveness after having used them in the class-

room

filmstrip

1
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87

students name date

ow we got the book of mormon f

filmstrip 1 WORKSHEET test 1

1 on a beautiful day in a young man named

went to a grove of trees near his home in

western to offer up a

2 he was uncertain as to which church was it was the

time he had ever vocally

3 he immediately experienced conflict with an power

4 being released from this power a light rested upon him and there

stood before him one called him by name

and pointing to the other said his is

hear him11 these two personages were the and

5 what was josephjosephs purpose for going to inquire of the lord

6 what did jesus christ tell him

7 he said they near to me with their but

their hearts are far from me they teach for the

of men having a of but they deny

the power thereof 11ll

8 when joseph left the woods he knew two things

A

B

9 joseph was immediately for the things he

how

0ffeafe r

this

per sonagessovages
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WORKSHEET how we got the book of mormon continued

related relative to what he had seen and heard on this occasion

10 on another night he once

again prayed for a particular belssing

11 why did he go to the lord that night in rayerprayer

A

B

12 joseph was informed that there was a book deposited in a hill

written upon gold plates and indicated that these records gave

vital information what was this information

13 what information did the book contain

A

B

14 with the plates joseph would find the and

the lord had prepared them for the purpose of

the book

15 what specific instructionstructions were given to joseph about showing the

plates to others

16 how many more times did the angel visit joseph during the night

17 what happened the next morning when joseph went to work with his

father in the field

18 what did his father tell him

19 what did joseph see when he found the depository for the plates

in p

ins
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WORKSHEET how we got the book of mormonmormon1mormone continued

and looked inside

A C

B D

20 what did joseph try to do on this occasion

21 who appeared to him and what instruction did he give to him

22 what was the date that the heavenly messenger delivered the plates

to josephs custody

23 what were the angels instructions on this occasion

24 because of joseph moved to

in the staetae of

25 who helped joseph financially with this move

26 after translating a few characters from the plates martin harris

took a copy of the characters to new york and showed them to two

prominent literary figures what were their names

27 what significant statement was made by the first individual to whom

the characters were shown

28 what was the name of the young school teacher that came to see

joseph smith

29 what date did this young man start to write for the prophet joseph

smith

30e what were the names of the three men who saw the records as

shown to them by the angel moroni

31 how many other individuals saw the plates

V

Z 8

30

0

1314

I1

s 0

what

1
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WORKSHEET ow we got the book of mormon continued

32 when did the first edition of the book of mormon come from the

press and how many copies were to be printed

90

how
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TESTTES

lesson 29 do you have p1 trouble

filmstripfilnistri 14 an ensign of liberty

DO NOT MAKE ANY MARKS ON THESE TEST SHEETS PLEASE

make an X through the letter on the answer sheet that matches

the correct statement on the test there is only one correct response

for each question to make two marks on the answer sheet for any one

question will make that response incorrect

1 the leader of those who were angered at helaman and the church

was

A amalici D amulekamules

B amalickiah E zoram

C zeezrom

2 this leader was desirous to be made

A high priest D king

B chief judge E prophet

C commanderinchiefini ofchiefnchi armies

3 the greater part of those who favored the leader in his attempt

to gain this high position were

A lower judges D armyarn leadersly

B higher judges E kingmenking

C

men

church leaders

4 was the chief commander of the armies of the

nephitesNephites

9 Z

T

I1

p

IIXII

commander inchief

nephitechite s

pa
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TEST lesson 29 filmstrip 14 continued

A helaman D amalickamadick

B amuiekamulekamulet E moroni

C alma

5 the rent piece of the chief commanders coat with the writing on

it was called the

A title of freedom D title of peace

B title of security E title of religion

C title of liberty

6 the believers who belonged to the church were called

A disciples D saints

B christians E members

C followers

7 the nephitesNep werehites a remnant of the seed of

A lehi and joseph D jacob and joseph

B joseph and helaman eo david and jacob

C alma and helaman

8 this group who dissented among the nephitesNep werehites know as

A amulonitesamulonite D zoramitesZora

B

mites

amalakitesAmala Ekites ammonitesammonite

C amalickiahiteamalickiahites s

9 fearful that they should not gain that which they were seeking

the leader of the dissenters and those of his followers who would

departed for the

E

s
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TEST lesson 29 filmstrip 14 continued

A land of nephi D land of zarahemlaZarah

B

emla

land of desolation eo land of mormon

C land of ishmael

12 the chief commander of the nephitesNep withhites his army tried to cut

off the dissenters and their leader those who were captors

entered into the covenant or else they were

A cast out D sold as slaves

B placed in prison E all of these

C put to death

11 which of the following was not employed by amalickiah in order

to become king of the lamanitesLama

A

nites

the kingk gaveing him command of the army that was obedient

to him

B that he should go forth among his people and persuade them

to arms

C that he would deliver up the obedient lamanitesLama innites his

command to the leader of the disobedient lamanitesLama

D

nites

that one of his servants should administer poison by degrees

to the leader of the disobedient lamantieslamartiesLaman

12

ties

the leader of the disobedient lamanitesLama wasnites

A laman D lehontilevontiLe

B

honti

lahonilaconi E korrihorKorr

C

ihor

abulon

E

him I1

king
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TEST lesson 29 filmstrip 14 continued

13 which of the following was the custom among the lamanitesLama asnites to

whom should succeed in roles of leadership in their army

ao the appointment of a new chief leader came from the king

B leadership was determined by age and loyalty to the king

C when the chief leader was killed the second leader became

chief leader

D whosoever had been most successful in previous campaigns

was chosen to be the chief leader

14 amalickiah had the king of the lamanitesLama bynites one of

his servants

A stabbed D burned to death

B strangled E none of these

C beaten to death

15 what did amalickiah do to the queen

A he had her poisoned D he permitted her to leave the

B he took her to wife land of nephi

C he kept her as a E none of these

servant

16 which of the following was not part of the description given of

moroni

A he was a strong and mighty man

B he was a man of perfect understanding

C he was a man who did notriot delight in bloodshed

A
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TEST lesson 29 filmstrip 14 continued

D his soul did delight in the liberty and freedom of his people

E he did labor occasionally for the welfare and safety of his

people

17 amalickiah sent his army to attack the nephitenephitesNep inhites the city of

A gideon D aaron

B melek E nephihahNephi

C

hah

ammonihah

18 the lamanitesLama failednites to take that city so they then laid seige to

the city of

A gideon D ammonihah

B noah E antiparahAnti

C

parah

manti

19 amalickiah learning of the defeat of his armies by the nephitesNep

made

hites

an oathath which of the following statements best describes

the oath he made

A that he would slay moroni by the sword

B that he would drink his blood

C that he would destroy the nephitesNep andhites their cities

D that he would take moroni prisoner and burn him

20 the name of the nephite military leader who entered the tent of

amalickiah and put a javelin to his heart was called

A teancumTean Dcum pahoranzahoranPa

B

horan

morinatonmoringtonMori Enaton nephihahNephi

C

hah

moroni

pe opleopie

s

0
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STUDENT questionnaire ON BOOK OF MORMON filmstrips

filmstrips AS AN instructional MEDIA circle the state-

ment that verifies your feelings about the use of book of mormon film-

strips in classroom instruction

1 the filmstrips contributed to my understanding and learning of

book of mormon history

greatly considerably very little

2 the script for each of the book of mormon filmstrips as it was

written contributed to an improved understanding of book of

mormon history

agree disagree

3 by following the script with the scriptural reference from the

book of mormon I1 could better understand the pictorial

representations in the filmstrips

greatly considerably very little

98

ttenwriaten
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ABSTRACT

statement of the problem the purpose of this research and

study was to evaluate the use of selected book of mormon filmstrips and

determine their value in teaching book of mormon history new impetus

to use filmstrips was received with the announcement that the depart-

ment of seminaries and institutes of religion had produced eighteen

filmstrips using episodes from book of mormon history the depart-

ment was desirous that the filmstrips be utilized in the most effective

way by teachers in meeting the individual needs of students in this

course of religious instruction

research procedure sixteen classes from two ninth grade

seminaries were involved in the study at each seminary there were

eight classes divided into four groups with one group identified as the

control groupogroupgroppo this group did not view the filmstrips A second group

saw the filmstrips once a third group saw them once and used a work-

sheet and a fourth group saw the filmstrips twice at the conclusion

of a lesson where the filmstrip was used students took a written exam-

ination on that phase of book of mormon history the students exam-

ination scores served as a basis for comparison in evaluating the

effectiveness of one filmstrip presentation against another

ABS RACT

in
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2

summaryS of the findings of this evaluation

1 evidence indicated that a certain group or groups failed to

gain from the use of filmstrips when test scores were analyzed

2 after reviewing test scores it is apparent that there was a

greater correlation of lesson materials and the use of filmstrips in

teaching book of mormon history at seminary I11 than at seminary 2

3 in planning lessons in which filmstrips are used the teachertsteacherteachers

attitude as to how and when to show them determines their effectiveness

in a learning situation

4 other audiovisualaudio orvisual visual media can sometimes be as

effective as the filmstrip in presenting factual information

5 greater learning will take place when a filmstrip is pre-

sented twice or when used with worksheets that are to be completed by

students following the filmstrip presentation

6 when graphic aids are used in conjunction with a lesson the

lesson should be written for the filmstrips to be a supplement to that

which is to be taught rather than a repetition of that which a student has

been taught if both are used the teacher must analyze the subject

matter and determine which media should be used to teach the concept

and which media should be used to implement it

7 illustrated lectures when properly presented can be just

as effective as filmstrips that are used without being oriented to the

lesson materials or the concept that is to be taught

36 teacherts
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8 test results and their analysis do not always give a true

representation of what a student has learned for test results do not

measure an individuals feelings that which a person sees in a flim

strip leaves a visual representation which can later change personal

attitudes and concepts responses of 110 students given in the question-

naire verified their feelings that the filmstrips aided their learning of

book of mormon history
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